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English merchants which controlled the cloth export to the Netherlands. It was engaged in these years in a struggle for supremacy with the London factory of the Hanseatic League, a long-drawn contest in which the English victory was concluded by a treaty of 1560. Campbell and the older authorities give Sebastian Cabot the credit for the success. Harrisse, whilst allowing that he was Governor, denies that he was the victor. In fact he was neither. He had nothing to do with the regulated Merchants Adventurers to the Low Countries. His company was the joint-stock corporation described above, a different concern; and its title was "The Merchants Adventurers of England for the Discovery of Lands, Territories, Isles, Dominions and Seignories unknown". In a few years this rigmarole gave place in general parlance to the shorter title of "The Muscovy Company", and it was afterwards forgotten that this body had once been known as the (extensively qualified) Merchants Adventurers. Hence the mistake about Sebastian Cabot's office.
Cabot's company sent out three ships under the command of Sir Hugh Willoughby and Richard Chancellor. They sailed in May, 1553, and were separated in a storm..Willoughby with two ships sailed norm-east as far as Novaia Zemlia and then turned back to the Murman coast of Lapland. There he and all his men were frozen to death in the winter of 1553-4. Chancellor with the third vessel entered the White Sea, hitherto unknown, under the impression that it might lead to Cathay. Actually it led to Russia, and Chancellor travelled overland to Moscow, where he made a commercial treaty with the Czar. It was a substantial achievement, for the Hanseatic League, the owners of the Baltic seaports, had hitherto controlled European trade with Russia. Chancellor's discovery broke the monopoly, and on his return to England in 1554 his employers became the Muscovy Company and exported English cloth to the new market that had been so ardently desired. Sebastian Cabot continued to be Governor, even under the new charter granted by Philip and Mary in 1555. He did not neglect the original purpose of finding the North East Passage, and one of the last recorded scenes of his life is the farewell entertainment at Gravesend on the departure of an exploring expedition sent forth by the Company in 1556.1 This little party consisted of ten men in the pinnace Serchthrift under Stephen Borough. It reached the Island of Vaigats beyond Novaia Zemlia, but failed to penetrate the Passage. The attempt was not renewed until 1580, long after Cabot's death.
That event is unrecorded, but in all probability it took place in 1557. He had been hale and hearty in the previous year, but he was now growing
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